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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the gift being given in honor of Pope Francis to the American people?

In honor of the visit by His Holiness Pope Francis to the United States, Saint John’s Abbey and University, Collegeville, Minnesota, presented a gift of the Apostles Edition of The Saint John’s Bible to the Library of Congress on Sept. 24, 2015. This gift was made possible by GHR Foundation. 
The gift was presented to the Librarian of Congress Dr. James Billington. Others on hand for the presentation ceremony included: Pope Francis; House Speaker John Boehner; Saint John’s University President Dr. Michael Hemesath; Abbot John Klassen, OSB; and GHR Foundation CEO Amy Goldman. The Bible will go on display in the Library of Congress from Sept. 26, 2015 to Jan. 2, 2016.
When was the gift in honor of Pope Francis given?

The presentation took place in the U.S. Capitol as part of a private ceremony following Pope Francis’ address to a joint session of Congress on Sept. 24, 2015.
What is The Saint John’s Bible?

The Saint John’s Bible is the first handwritten and illuminated Bible commissioned by a Benedictine Monastery since the invention of the printing press. According to experts, the last complete handwritten, illuminated Bible was commissioned at the end of the 15th century. 
The Saint John’s Bible was designed to foster the arts, to ignite the spiritual imagination of people around the world, and to give voice and expression to underserved communities. Though handwritten on vellum in the ancient style of scriptural illumination, this modern masterpiece incorporates depictions of contemporary images to illuminate Biblical stories.
Why was The Saint John’s Bible chosen to honor Pope Francis?  

The gift was chosen to commemorate the Holy Father’s visit to the U.S. in light of Pope Francis’ devotion to Scripture and the themes that the Pope holds dear: hospitality; concern for the poor, sick and marginalized; the dignity of all people; care for creation; and justice for all. 
What will the Library of Congress do with The Saint John’s Bible?

The Apostles Edition of The Saint John’s Bible will be housed in the Library of Congress and placed on public display from Sept. 26, 2015 through Jan. 2, 2016 alongside the first printed Bible, commonly known as the Gutenberg Bible, and the Giant Bible of Mainz, one of the last manuscript Bibles written before the invention of printing in the West. After the period of public display, The Saint John’s Bible will be available for viewing as part of the rare books collection at the Library of Congress to anyone over the age of 18 with a valid government-issued identification. It will also be used for educational purposes and private group viewings.
What makes The Saint John’s Bible unique?

The Saint John’s Bible is extremely rare. There is one original manuscript housed at the Hill Museum & Manuscript Library on the Saint John’s University campus in Collegeville, Minnesota. There are only 12 Apostles Editions in existence, and this fine art edition is an unprecedented combination of ancient methods and materials with themes, images and technology of the 21st century. 
What is the purpose of The Saint John’s Bible?
The Saint John’s Bible was designed to foster the arts, ignite the spiritual imagination of people around the world, and give voice and expression to underserved communities. 
What features make The Saint John’s Bible relevant to today’s audiences? 

Though handwritten on velum in the ancient style of scriptural illumination, this modern masterpiece incorporates depictions of contemporary images to illuminate Biblical stories, including the Twin Towers of New York City, strands of DNA, satellite photos of the Ganges River Delta and photos from the Hubble telescope. 
The illuminations present Adam and Eve as an African man and woman; they incorporate patterns from many cultural traditions, including Jewish, Middle Eastern and Native American, as well as other modern representations of science, technology and a multicultural humanity.
What are the physical features of The Saint John’s Bible? 

The Saint John’s Bible is an impressive work of art with more than 1,130 pages and 160 illuminations, measuring 2 feet tall, 3 feet wide when open. The original manuscript was handwritten and illuminated by a team of scribes and artists who worked almost 15 years on the artwork’s creation.  
What is the value of the Bible, and was public money used to support the creation or presentation of the Bible?

The Bible is an extremely rare work of art, and is therefore priceless. The gift was made possible by GHR Foundation and was commissioned by Saint John’s Abbey and University. No public funding was used to support the creation or presentation of the Bible. The Saint John’s Bible project was funded through the private donations of approximately 1,500 individuals, groups and corporations. It was not financed by the University.

Who created The Saint John’s Bible?

Saint John’s Abbey and University partnered with world-renowned calligrapher Donald Jackson, senior scribe to Her Majesty the Queen’s Crown Office at the House of Lords in London, England, to create this masterpiece. Donald Jackson is considered one of the world’s foremost Western calligraphers and has trained and encouraged many of America’s top calligraphers. He has described this project as the “Sistine Chapel” for a calligraphic artist, a supreme challenge and truly historic undertaking. He led a team of calligraphers and artists writing and illuminating the Bible.  
Did The Saint John’s Bible creation involve other religious traditions?

The design and creation of The Saint John’s Bible was also an interreligious effort. Episcopalian, Protestant and Jewish advisors helped to form the vision of The Saint John’s Bible, serving as consultants and as members of committees dedicated to assisting Donald Jackson in the creation of The Saint John’s Bible. 
Which version of The Saint John’s Bible is being given to the Library of Congress?
The Bible on display at the Library of Congress is one of 12 Apostles Editions. The Apostles Edition, the most exclusive and limited fine arts edition of The Saint John’s Bible, consists of seven volumes. Saint John’s Abbey and University presented the Pentateuch, the first volume of the seven volume set, in person to the Librarian of Congress. The remaining six volumes will be delivered to the Library of Congress over the next year to be added to the Library’s permanent collection and for public viewing.  

How many Apostles Editions are in circulation and where do they reside?

Four of the 12 Apostles Edition Bibles have been acquired. In addition to the version presented to the Library of Congress, one is at the Vatican, one at the Morgan Library and Museum in New York City; and the fourth is privately owned.

How was this gift made possible?
The gift was made possible by GHR Foundation and was commissioned by Saint John’s Abbey and University. No public funding was used to support the creation or presentation of the Bible. The Saint John’s Bible project was funded through the private donations of approximately 1,500 individuals, groups, and corporations. It was not financed by the University.

GHR Foundation made the gift to Saint John’s University to present The Saint John’s Bible in recognition of Pope Francis’ historic visit to the United States and a shared concern for the poor and commitment to global collaboration.
How has Pope Francis previously been involved with this bible?

In 2008, GHR Foundation funded an effort to present the first volume of the Apostles Edition of The Saint John’s Bible to Pope Francis’ predecessor, Pope Benedict XVI.  In April 2015, GHR Foundation also had the pleasure of presenting Pope Francis with Letters and Revelation, the last completed volume of the St. Peter Apostles Edition of The Saint John's Bible at the Vatican.
How is the Library of Congress gift different than what was presented to the Pope at the Vatican? 
This is an entirely new Apostles Edition being presented to the Library of Congress than what is now permanently housed in the library of the Vatican Museum. This gift will ensure this important work of art will be on view in the Nation’s library near the Gutenberg Bible and other seminal religious texts.  
Where can I learn more?

More information regarding The Saint John’s Bible can be found here: www.saintjohnsbible.org/
Information regarding Saint John’s Abbey and University can be found here: www.csbsju.edu/about/saint-johns-university
Information regarding GHR Foundation can be found here: www.ghrfoundation.org/about.html
More information regarding the Library of Congress’ Bible Collection can be found here: www.loc.gov/exhibits/bibles/
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