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Fact Sheet

The Presentation

· In honor of the visit by His Holiness Pope Francis to the United States, Saint John’s Abbey and University, Collegeville, Minnesota, presented a gift of the Apostles Edition of The Saint John’s Bible to the Library of Congress on Sept. 24, 2015. This gift was made possible by GHR Foundation.

·  The presentation took place in the U.S. Capitol as part of a private ceremony following the Holy Father’s address to a joint session of Congress. 

· The gift was presented to the Librarian of Congress Dr. James Billington. Others on hand for the presentation ceremony included: Pope Francis; House Speaker John Boehner; Saint John’s University President Dr. Michael Hemesath; Abbot John Klassen, OSB; and GHR Foundation CEO Amy Goldman.  
· The Saint John’s Bible will be on display in the Library of Congress along with other notable religious texts including the Gutenberg Bible and the Giant Bible of Mainz.

· The gift was chosen to commemorate the Holy Father’s visit to the United States in light of Pope Francis’ devotion to Scripture and the themes that the Pope holds dear: hospitality; concern for the poor, sick and marginalized; the dignity of all people; care for creation; and justice for all.
The Saint John’s Bible

· The Saint John’s Bible is the first handwritten and illuminated Bible commissioned by a Benedictine monastery since the invention of the printing press in the 15th century. With more than 1,130 pages and 160 illuminations, the Bible measures 2 feet tall and 3 feet wide when open. 

· Saint John’s Abbey and University, Collegeville, Minnesota, partnered with world-renowned calligrapher Donald Jackson, senior scribe to Her Majesty the Queen’s Crown Office at the House of Lords in London, England. Donald Jackson led a team of scribes and artists who worked for nearly 15 years to create this masterpiece.  

· The Saint John’s Bible project is comprised of the original handwritten Bible, 12 fine art, handwritten Apostles Edition versions and 299 Heritage Edition reprints. The original Saint John’s Bible is housed at Saint John’s University.  
· The Bible on display at the Library of Congress is one of 12 Apostles Editions. Four of the 12 Apostles Edition Bibles have been acquired. In addition to the version presented to the Library of Congress, one is at the Vatican, one at the Morgan Library and Museum in New York City; and the fourth is privately owned.

· The Saint John’s Bible was designed to foster the arts, to ignite the spiritual imagination of people around the world, and to give voice and expression to underserved communities. Though handwritten on vellum in the ancient style of scriptural illumination, this modern masterpiece incorporates depictions of contemporary images to illuminate Biblical stories.
The Gift

· The gift was made possible by GHR Foundation and was commissioned by Saint John’s Abbey and University. No public funding was used to support the creation or presentation of the Bible. The Saint John’s Bible project was funded through the private donations of approximately 1,500 individuals, groups and corporations. It was not financed by the University.

· GHR Foundation made the gift to Saint John’s University to present The Saint John’s Bible in recognition of Pope Francis’ historic visit to the United States and a shared concern for the poor and commitment to global collaboration. 
GHR Foundation

· GHR Foundation, a private, family foundation grounded in entrepreneurialism and universal catholic values, is focused on transformational change in education, health and global development. 
· The Foundation works to foster hope and opportunity where it is needed most. In 2015, GHR Foundation awarded more than $17 million in grants to 103 organizations globally. 
More information regarding The Saint John’s Bible can be found here: www.saintjohnsbible.org/
More Information regarding Saint John’s Abbey and University can be found here: www.csbsju.edu/about/saint-johns-university
More Information regarding GHR Foundation can be found here: www.ghrfoundation.org/about.html
More information regarding the Library of Congress’ Bible Collection can be found here: www.loc.gov/exhibits/bibles/
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